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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 25, 2008, if | were present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall Nos. 69, 70, and 71.

———

DISMISSING THE ELECTION CON-
TEST RELATING TO THE OFFICE
OF REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE
13TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
OF FLORIDA

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that it shall be
in order at any time to consider in the
House, House Resolution 989; that the
resolution shall be considered as read;
and that the previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the resolution
to its adoption without intervening
motion except 10 minutes of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and the ranking minority
member of the Committee on House
Administration, or their designees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the previous order, I call
up House Resolution 989 and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 989

Resolved, That the election contest relating
to the office of Representative from the
Thirteenth Congressional District of Florida
is dismissed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GON-
ZALEZ) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I
would ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks in the
RECORD on this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

On February 12, the Committee on
House Administration unanimously
recommended dismissal of the election
contest relating to the 13th Congres-
sional District of Florida.
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The late chairwoman, Juanita
Millender-McDonald, established a
task force to investigate this contested
election in which over 18,000 ballots did
not show a vote cast in the United
States congressional race in Sarasota
County, Florida. The task force con-
sisted of Representative ZOE LOFGREN
and Representative KEVIN MCCARTHY of
California, and I had the honor of serv-
ing as the Chair of the task force.

After the task force established the
need to conduct an investigation, every
vote by the task force to determine the
scope and direction in the investiga-
tion was, in fact, unanimous.

I want to thank the members of the
task force for their dedication to the
investigation and the Government Ac-
countability Office for a systematic in-
vestigation of the voting equipment. I
would also like to thank both the ma-
jority and the minority staffs, along
with the House recording studio.

The task force authorized the GAO to
investigate whether the voting ma-
chines used in Sarasota County con-
tributed to the unusually high number
of undervotes. The task force also di-
rected the GAO to evaluate whether
additional testing was needed. After
the GAO recommended further testing
in October, the task force directed the
GAO to design and execute testing to
determine the reliability of the Sara-
sota voting equipment.

The GAO presented its final findings
to the task force on February 8, 2008,
when the GAO reported the Sarasota
County voting machines did not con-
tribute to the large undervote in the
congressional race for the 13th District
of Florida.

The GAO acknowledged that the
undervote could have been caused by
other elements, such as voters who in-
tentionally did not vote in the race or
voters who unintentionally did not
cast their ballots because of poor ballot
design.

However, because the contestant’s
central argument claimed voting ma-
chine malfunction caused the abnormal
undervote, the GAO’s analysis was lim-
ited to the voting machine malfunction
issue. Due to the GAO’s determination
with a high degree of certainty that
the voting machines did not cause the
undervote, the task force unanimously
recommended to the full committee,
and the full committee has unani-
mously recommended to the House,
that the contest be dismissed.

I urge Members to vote in favor of
this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McCARTHY of California.
Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to
the ranking Republican on the full
committee, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, this is the third
time I have served or been involved
with a task force dealing with con-
tested elections, and I believe this is by
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far the best procedure that has been de-
veloped and can help serve as a model
for future decisions of this sort.

I congratulate the two gentlemen be-
fore you, who, representing the major-
ity and the minority, did the yeoman’s
work on investigating the issue, decid-
ing to pull in the Government Account-
ability Office, which I think was a good
addition to the entire process. A care-
ful examination has made it very clear
that there was nothing wrong with the
voting machines in this particular
election; and, therefore, the contest-
ant’s claims that the undervote was
caused by faulty machines is just not
valid.

What the real reasons were, we will
never know. It could have been ballot
design. It could be several other factors
that we have considered.

But the simple fact is that Mr. BU-
CHANAN did win the election, and the
results of our vote tonight will dem-
onstrate that. He did, in fact, win the
election and will remain as a Member
of the Congress.

I want to once again compliment the
individuals here. Chairman GONZALEZ
of the task force was eminently fair,
thorough, and complete in all his eval-
uations and discussions. Mr. MCCAR-
THY, in his first time on an assignment
of this sort, has carried it out very
carefully, very thoroughly and contrib-
uted a great deal to the discussions and
the decisions.

I am just very proud that the House
Administration Committee has com-
pleted this task which can be, I can as-
sure you, a very onerous and difficult
task; but the committee has completed
it very competently, thoroughly and
fairly; and the result, I believe, is be-
yond question.

This will serve as a model for future
situations of this sort.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCCARTHY of California.
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support
of this resolution to dismiss the elec-
tion contest related to the results of
the 13th Congressional District of Flor-
ida race in 2006.

Madam Speaker, I want to congratu-
late the chairman of this task force,
Mr. GONZALEZ. It was a three-member
task force with Congresswoman ZOE
LOFGREN and myself. Every bit of this
contest, as we went through studying
it and spent the hours on it, was a
unanimous decision. This was a bipar-
tisan movement, a bipartisan inves-
tigation; and I just want to thank the
chairman for his professionalism, his
respect and the ethics in which he car-
ried this out.

In my former life, I was actually a
staff member to a former chairman of
House Administration, and I was an in-
dividual that investigated some con-
testant elections. I will tell you this is
probably the most thorough investiga-
tion we have seen.

We knew after the last election that
there were races in this body that were
even closer, within 100 votes; and we
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